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Career planning program emphasizes service
Career Counseling
Center offers job
planning assistance
to students
The question "What are you going to be when you grow up?"
changes subtly as a person gets
older, but the concern does not.
Today, with increased competition
for jobs, students are encouraged
earlier and earlier to explore what
they would like to "do" after
graCluation. As a result, many
students enter college with a
specific, although sometimes
uninformed, idea of a career. For
example, many students come to
Dordt interested in being physical
therapists, says career counselor,
Quentin Van Essen; many change
their minds after realizing how
many advanced science courses
they must take to qualify for the
program.
Partly in response to this increased emphasis on career planning, Dordt College set up its
Career Planning program in 1979.
However, at a Christian college,
there is a more important reason
for the program, says Van Essen,

Ellen (Vander Plaats) Korver ('80) helps third-grader

Erin De Weerd with a math worksheet.

who is also director of the and interests means being open to
Counseling
Center. Through
a variety of specific jobs and being
counseling and testing, he en- flexible in a rapidly changing
courages students to reflect on technological world. "God doesn't
ways they can use their talents for call each person to only one job,"
Kingdom service.
. says Van Essen. "He asks us to
Responsibly using one's gifts
use our talents to serve others in
his Kingdom." A person with an interest in chemistry may be a
teacher, a researcher, a business

"God doesn't call
each person to only
one job, He asks us
to use our talents to
serve others in his
Kingdom."

..

Korver teaches

at Sioux Center Christian

Grade School now, but found her first teaching job with Ireton Christian Grade School
through the teacher-placement
office on campus.

Gordon Kulk, counselor at New Life Treatment Center, Woodstock, MN, talks with
juniors Brian Ede, left, (Fresno, CAl, and Howard Te Beest (Waupun, WI).

consultant, or more than one of
these tasks in a lifetime. But how
the work is done is what counts.
Flexibility is particularly important for women, says Van Essen.
Roles and interests are changing,
and even though a woman may feel
that marriage and having a family
is the most important thing for her
to do right now, she may find
herself with few options after her
children are grown if she cannot

fall back on her education. For that
reason, he encourages women
students to finish their education,
if possible, whether they marry in
college or not.
The Counseling Center offers
several ways for students to identify their strengths and interests.
The Strong-Campbell Interest Inventory analyzes interests and ties
them to academic areas. It then
points a student toward a general
group of occupations. Nearly 75
Continued

on Page 2
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Everett Hoekstra ('80, Orange City, IA) prepares a tax statement for one of Williams and
Co.'s clients. Although Hoekstra, a CPA for Williams and Co., says Dordt didn't find him
his job, he says he learned a lot about interviewing and resumes
through the Career Placement Center.

Career Planning
students use this tool each year.
Several
computer
programs,
recently purchased, also suggest
career clusters to explore based on
responses to a variety of questions.
Van Essen stresses that these
choices are part of a life-long process shaped by experiences in our
homes and communities. Over the
years each person has already
made choices
that narrow the
possibilities.
A student who has
never had piano lessons, for example, cannot expect to pursue a
professional career as a pianist. By
talking with Van Essen and taking
some of the tests, students can
sometimes become more aware of
what their options are.
Although
choice of a career
directly affects what courses a student takes, the career counseling
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writing and interviewing skills. Entrance exams for graduate school
or professional
government
employment must also be taken at
this time. Another valuable service
Van Essen and the placement office provides is access to a fi Ie of
graduates who are willing to do
what they can to help others find a
job in their area or business.
In spite of economic conditions,
placement was good last year. Out
of 245 graduates,
189 were
employed by this fall, 37 students
went on to graduate school, 15
were still seeking employment,
and four were unaccounted for.
Graduation does not mark the
end of placement
assistance,
however. Van Essen will continue
to share information with alumni if
they need that service or if they
wish to make a career change.
Anyone wishing to make use of
that service or to help as a job
placement contact is invited to
write the Counseling Center, Dordt
College.

(con't)

done by Van Essen is done consciously
in the context of the
Counseling
Center. The service
Dordt offers rests on the recognition that a job affects and involves
the whole person. Many factors
come into play: skills, talents,
stewardly service, location, hours,
finances. Being aware of these at
the outset may make the transition
from college to workplace easier.
To assist students in making
career decisions, Van Essen keeps
in touch with each student on earnpus. For some that means asking
for notification of a definite major.
For others the contact follows a
timetable set by the Counseling
Center. Freshmen are encouraged
to talk to their advisor or Van
Essen, to participate
in career
planning workshops, and to take
courses
in areas that interest

From the President ...
The world of education is an
interesting
one. Some intense
debate is always vying for one's
attention.
One area of considerable
discussion today is the question,
Why urge young people to go to
college? Or more broadly, What
should be the purpose of college
education?
For some students college is a
time to search for truth. In the
process of that searching they
broaden their intellectual
and
cultural horizons in many directions.
Others
take a more
pragmatic approach. To them the
legitimacy of a college education
depends on its being a ticket to
gainful employment.
Recently I received a letter
from a Dordt graduate, indicating
that he feared Dordt College was
becoming preoccupied with producing
graduates
with
marketabie skills. His fear was
based on the fact that in the last
few years Dordt has added to its
curricular programs in the areas
of
business,
agriculture,
engineering,
and computer
science.
I appreciated this letter: it was

them. They are also urged to get involved in student groups and activities that might stimulate their
thinking in a specific direction.
Sophomores are pushed a little
harder to investigate career information available in the Counseling
Center and gain insight through
work experience whether in parttime jobs, volunteer work, or summer jobs. They must choose a
major.
Juniors begin to investigate jobs
for which they may be eligible
when they graduate; familiarize
themselves with placement services; look for opportunities to use
their
skills
in course
work,
seminars, and departmental
activities; and consider applying for
graduate study.
Seniors can take advantage of
placement assistance through job
interviews on campus, off-campus
college contacts or CMA (Colleges
of Mid-America)
scheduled
appointments.
They can also participate in seminars on resume

well-written and expressed concern for the college at which the
graduate spent four profitable
years of his life. However, I do
not believe that Dordt, by introducing the programs to which
this alumnus refers, is moving in
a pragmatic, [ob-oriented direction.
It is important to realize that,
like administrators
and faculty,
our students have a vocation, a
calling to live for and serve Jesus
Christ
in whatever
they do.
Although certain callings may require
more and others
less
education,
Christ-centered
education is essential to prepare
young people for their calling in
life.
Furthermore, different callings
or vocations
require different
kinds of academic preparation,
some more "theoretical,"
others
more "practical."
But whatever
the calling, if they are to be
prepared for life in the Kingdom,
students
must take courses
which broaden their understandi ng of the whole creation and
courses which prepare them for
specific careers. That is why we
have general
education
re-

Covenants:
God's Claims
by John M. Zinkand

is now available
through the
Dordt Bookstore

to order, send
="J
Dordt
......
Dordt
......
Sioux

r;:

55.95 to
Bookstore
College
Center, IA 51250

quirements and major and minor
areas of concentration.
The result is not education
which is so "theoretical" that it is
out of touch with life, nor education which is so "practical" that
it betrays a lack of Kingdom
vision. Dordt wants to provide
education that prepares young
people for a vocation and fur-

nishes them with a broad understanding of the Kingdom context
in which that vocation is to be
fulfilled.
In our statement of purpose
we say that the educational task
of Dordt College is to provide its
students with "serviceable
insight." Although we often use

"Covenants: God's Claims" was
written tor lay people . It clearly
shows how God has communicated
to his people through the covenants
he has made with them. Zinkand
takes the reader through the Old
and New Testaments, showing why
covenants are important to tooov's
Christians.

and sometimes
misuse these
words, they do help clarify the
issue of "theoretical"
versus
"practical"
education. The idea
of serviceable insight helps us
understand
how we need to
prepare our youth for Kingdom
citizenship.
Dordt's responsibility
to provide this insight reminds us that
the "practical"
must never be
separated from the wider context, and the "theoretical"
must
never be divorced from a concern
to serve Jesus Christ in everyday
life. Every Dordt student has a
calling, a vocation. Preparation
for that
calling
requires
a
"theoretical"
understanding
of
the contemporary situation and
the "practical"
skill to live and
work in service.
The debate concerning
the
purpose of education will continue, no doubt. But, while the
debate continues, we at Dordt
College must go about the task
of educating covenant youth according to the demands of the
Word of the Lord. As we do, let
us together
pray that
our
students are indeed receiving an
education
which will prepare
them for their calling and enable
them to discern and implement
the will of the Lord in their lives.
Dr. J.B. Hulst

Both the library (left) and science building (right) are busy centers of educational activity.
Funds from the spring drive will help make the payments on these and other campus buildings.

Spring Drive celebrates 30 years
of God's faithfulness
"Celebrating
Thirty Years of
God's Faithfulness"
is the theme
of this year's Spring Debt Reduction Drive.
Throughout
Dordt's
30-year
history, the campus buildings have
been paid for through generous
donations from the Dordt family.
Dordt can't add building costs to
student tuition, according to Vice
President for Development
Lyie
Grillers. In an effort to keep costs
down, the college has relied solely
on the Spring Debt Reduction
Drive to meet the payments on
academic faciiities.
The campaign, which helps meet
payments on land, furnishings and
educational
facilities,
began in
1961. Dordt's campus is much
larger now, and the building debt,
accordingly, has grown larger. This
year's drive seeks to raise $120,000
to make payments on the Library,
the Gym and PE addition,
the
Science Building, and Classroom
Building.
"We're thankful for the success
of each drive," says Grillers. Last
year nearly 5,000 people contributed between $1 and $5,000 for
. a total of $117,000. Grillers ex-

presses hope that more people will
be involved in reaching this year's
goal of $120,000.
"The college is on a very solid
financial basis," says Vice President for Business Affairs Bernard
De Wit According to De Wit, the
college
owes
$630,000
on
buildings which cost the college
$7.7 million to acquire. The dorms,
East Campus
Apartments,
the
Commons
and Student
Union
Building are not included in the
Spring
Debt Reduction
Drive
because they are self-liquidating.
At this time, lellers are being
sent to thousands of homes in the
United States and Canada explaining the goals of the Spring Debt
Reduction Drive. In addition to
responses through the mail, many
church congregations
are taking
special offerings for the drive.
"We hope and pray that the
Dordt family, the people we have
relied upon throughout our 30-year
history,
wiil
continue
th e ir .
generous support," says Gritters.
"We're deeply grateful for their
gifts. Without them, Dordt could
not exist"

g

a

a.

Library

$77,000

Land

$145,000

Science

Building

$80,000

Classroom

Building

$143,000

Physical Education

Building

$185,000

Debt on Academic Facilities
$630,000

Drive set for
Sunday, March 24
On Sunday, March 24, over 200 churches
throughout the United States and Canada will
be taking an offering and asking church
members to place Dordt College Spring Debt
Reduction gift envelopes in the collection
plate.

Join the Dordt College Concert Choir
ontour in California and Denver
March 23-31
March

23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31

Modesto First CRC -8:00 p.m.
Hayward CRC - 2:00 p.m., Modesto Jr. College - 8:30 p.m.
Visalia CRC - 8:00 p.m.
Bellflower First CRC - 8:00 p.m.
Ontario CRC - 8:00 p.m.
Escondido CRC - 7:30 p.m.
Denver Third CRC, Alumni Gathering - 9:00 p.m.
Denver Hillcrest CRC - 2:00 p.m.,
Denver Third CRC -7:30' p.m.

Informational materials including a personal
gift envelope are being mailed to the constituency in early March.
Please mark this important date for the drive
on your calendar. Dordt needs your help in
reaching the challenging goal of $120,000 for
this year's drive.
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Japanese composer teaches at Dordt
After a stirring close to Beethoven's Fifth Symphony, Nobuya Matsuda the lyrics for the piece, have gone through eighteen revisions over the
lowered his arms to the warm, heartfelt applause of the Dordt Chapel past eight years. The symphony is based on creation and the five points
audience. Matsuda, a fellow of the Dordt Studies Institute, and his or- of Calvinism.
Matsuda is also composing two other major works. One, comchestra, the newly formed Sioux County Community Orchestra, smiled
wearily, but happily as they concluded their first, all-Beethoven concert missioned by the Stockholm Radio Choir to be finished in April, is a complex choral piece using only sounds of the human voice. Another symon January 27, 1985.
Nobuya Matsuda grew up in a Reformed family in pre-war Japan, phony titled "Introduction to the Orchestra" is also nearing completion.
spending his early years in the city of Kobe, near the Japan Christian Re- Sir George Solti, conductor of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, has exformed Seminary. Matsuda's musical training began at age five with pressed interest in performing the piece during the 1987concert season.
piano lessons and ear training exercises. Having lived near the In addition, Matsuda is completing an organ composition for Dr. Joan
Ringerwole, which she will perform
mountains and the ocean, Matsuda
at a recital sometime this year, and
fondly recalls the beauty of nature
J
he hopes to start on a piece for the
that became an inspiration to him
Dordt College Concert Band.
as a young boy and remains so toThe Sioux County Community
day. Already as a young child, he
Orchestra, which demands another
enjoyed jotting down tunes that
segment of Matsuda's time, is a
flashed through his mind as he
combination of the Dordt Orwent on outings with his famiiy.
chestra and community musicians.
The outbreak of World War II
In addition to one long evening
completely stopped Matsuda's
each week with the whole group,
music training because of the
Matsuda spends two afternoons
hardships all Reformed Christians
working with his Dordt students.
in Japan suffered during those
Their plans for the present
years. Many times, Matsuda was
semester are ambitious. On March
punished for not bowing to the
7, the college orchestra will preemperor. In junior high, his entire
sent a concert including pieces by
class was drafted into a factory to
Johann Sebastian Bach for the
make airplane parts; he was
tricentennial of his birth. On April
taunted as a fool and a "Yankee"
20 students and faculty will prefor his faith. Later, after the factory
sent a chamber music concert
was bombed, he was one of only
which will include Beethoven's
three survivors.
Trio Sonata and Schubert's Trout
His strong Reformed faith, his
Quintet.
wartime experiences, and his love
Pians for next fall are also firmof nature have all had a profound
ing up. In October, Matsuda ineffect on his music. He became
In his office, Matsuda steals a few minutes from his day's schedule
tends to present the community orconvinced that it was his calling to
to revise a section. of a composition.
chestra in Beethoven's Ninth Symwork very hard to become a good
musician so that he could reflect God's love and greatness through his phony, a very difficult piece to play, he says. The production will require a
200 voice choir, probably to be composed of Dordl's choirs and a local
work.
After nine years of studying, composing and conducting at Kikuzato oratorio group. Next spring's plans call for a joint choir-orchestra perforHigh School Music Academy and Uyeno Music Conservatory, Matsuda mance of Johannes Brahms' Requiem.
Although the goals seem high, Matsuda feels challenge is important if
came to the United States in 1956. He began to study church music and
the psalms with Dr. Henry Bruinsma, first at Calvin College and later at musicians are to grow. He tries to choose pieces that are difficult but not
Southern Illinois University. From there his musical education branched impossible. This fall Matsuda was told it would never work to do three
out allover the United States. Convinced that the only way he could learn Beethoven symphonies. After the performance of January 27, there will
his art properly was to study a wide variety of different styles and ap- probably be fewer skeptics.
Why did Matsuda come to Dordt? For Matsuda the answer is quite simproaches, Matsuda traveled extensively to work with great composers
and conductors. Over the years, interspersed with giving private lessons, ple: because of his deep faith commitment to Christianity and to
teaching Japanese language courses and serving as music director at teaching Christian young people good music. After years of studying
many churches and at a community center, he studied composition with with professional musicians and establishing a place for himself in the
Paul Hindemith, Jean Martineau, Roy Harris, Elliot Carter, and Roger world of music, he feels it is now time to locate himself at a Christian colSessions. He also studied conducting under Pierre Monteux and Thor lege and do everything he can to help prepare others for lives of musical
service to the world and the Christian community.
Johnson.
It was not an easy choice to make. Last year instead of coming to
"It always makes me angry," says Matsuda, "when secular people say
Christians don't know anything about music." Christians, he feels, Dordt College, Matsuda could have become conductor of a nationally
should be right at the forefront of their art, doing everything they can to known symphony orchestra or the head of a state university music
department. Neither of these positions, however, squared with his lifeshow others what a difference Christianity makes.
At Dordt, Matsuda applies himself vigorously to pass on to others what style or Christian convictions. He is presently excited about the potential
he has learned. He currently teaches composition, gives piano and violin of small Christian colleges. "Christian schools and colleges should be
lessons, directs the orchestra, is writing a textbook, works on his com- the ideal place to promote excellence, creativity, and work out our compositions, and sleeps only three or four hours each night. "I often com- mitment," says Matsuda. He wants to work at continually raising those
pose from 12:00 until about 5:00," says Matsuda. "My family is quietly standards so that we increase our witness in this country.
As part of that attempt, Matsuda is coordinating a symposium on 20th
sleeping and I can compose without interruption. Besides, it's the only
century music to be held at Dordt College next fall. Dr. Alan Stout from
way I can get done everything I want to do."
Currently, Matsuda is working on several compositions. His main Northwestern University in Chicago will be the' guest speaker.' Matsudawork, the symphonic oratorio "This World," begun in 1977, is nearing hopes to create a dialogue where musicians from both Christian and
completion. He and celebrated novelist Larry Woiwode, who is writing secular colleges and universities can learn from each other.

I

,

Matsuda's

immaculate
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scores rest neatly on desk, piano, and
drawing board in his office.
Joachim Segger, a Canadian pianist teaching at The King's College in Edmonton, Alberta, joined the
orchestra for a moving rendition of the Piano Concerto No.3 in C Minor Opus 37. Segger, a graduate of
the Eastman School of Music, performed a debut recital at Carnegie Hall and has won numberous Canada
Council and Alberta Culture awards for his playing.

Planned gifts
help future
Dordt students

Oordt recruiter Jeff Pastoor adjusts the video machine he uses for one-to-one recruiting. When Pastoor and the other recruiters
speak to large groups, slide projectors and a tape recorder are used.

Pastoor describes firstyear on the road
Dordt recruiters
fan out to
Christian high schools allover the
United States and Canada. For
many a high school senior, the
recruiter's visit is a crucial first
contact.
"Some of the kids make a point
to hear all the college recruiters,"
says Jeff Pastoor, Dordt's newest
recruiter. "This means our presentation is Dordt's chance to stand

out"
Dordt recruiters
use several
tools to show high school seniors
what Dordt is like. Pastoor says the
tabletop audio visual screen and
slide show are the most effective.
The short program contains information about Dordt academics,
spirituai life, financial aid and oncampus activities.
This program usually prompts
questions
from the seniors. In
nearly every case, Pastoor says,
the first question the students ask
is, "How
much does college
cost?" and then, "How can I pay

for that?" Pastoor remarks, "Some
kids are too scared to ask that
question, so then I bring it up. We
want to be up front about the cost.
The next step is explaining the
grants and loans that are available
for Dordt students."
Some of the high schools let
Pastoor talk to the entire senior
class at one time. More often, the
seniors are told they can visit with
the Dordt representative who is
coming
to
their
school.
"Sometimes it's clear that the kids
are there to hear us so they can
skip class," says Pastoor. Other
schools let their seniors see college recruiters during the lunch
hour. "We have to be accommodating to the schools we visit."
Pastoor
also
visits
some
Christian Reformed churches and
says that generally a few parents
come with
their
high school
seniors to these meetings. "Some
of the people I talk with have
already decided to send their child

to Dordt and just need some
answers. Others know little about
Dordt so our presentation is entirely new to them."
Pastoor commented that nearly
all the seniors he talks to in
western U.S. and Canada know current or former Dordt students and
are receptive to his presentation.
Students east of Iowa usually have
a less informed picture of Dordt.
He tries to familiarize them with
the coliege, its setting, and its
wide variety of programs.
Pastoor says he enjoys meeting
the kids and thinks that his ag
major at Dordt has been an asset in
explaining Dordt's program to prospective
students.
"Helping
seniors is the best part of this job,
no doubt about it," says Pastoor.
"It's great to be able to show a
student that he can finance an
education at Dordt and that Dordt
is the right place for that student to
study."

Second semester enrollment tops projections
Director
of Admissions
Howard
Hall
reports
that
although enrollment for second
semester is down somewhat
from first semester, the overall
'retention
rate is encouraging.
According to Hall, 69 students
who enrolled last semester have
not returned. However, since 41
new students have signed up for
second semester classes, the
total number of students Is only
down from 1103 to 1075, a figure
that is still
15 above this
semester's
projected
enrollment.
Quentin Van Essen, head of
the Counseling
Center,
attributes the loss in enrollment to
several factors. Eleven of the
students who did not return
graduated
at the semester
break. Other reasons include
transfers
to other colleges,
academic dismissal or difficuity,
health or personal problems,
and work obligations.
A total of 18 freshmen did not
return for second
semester

classes; besides the graduating
seniors, a total of 18 upperclassmen
did not return in

January. Compared to national
statistics,
these percentages
give Dordt reason to be thankful.

In recent months the college has
received notification of the following planned gifts:
A couple from Northwest Iowa
have funded a trust with the proceeds of the machinery from their
farm sale. The trust will pay them
income for a period of years, and
allow them to avoid taxation on
depreciation recapture. At the end
of the trust period, the trust principle will go to Dordt College.
Friends of the college from
Southern California have placed a
bequest in their will for Dordt
College. The bequest will be used
to provide low-interest
loans to
needy students.
A gift in the will of a supporter
from Alberta will help develop a
fund for Canadian students which
will offset the cost of the Canadian
dollar exchange rate.

ATAGLANCE

SOCIAL WORK

PREPARING FOR LIVES OF SERVICE
Today in city slums. rural poverty belts. and
new suburban communities. in hospitals and
clinics. in institutions for the old. the young
and those gone astray. there is an urgent
demand for dedicated young men and women
who find fulfillment in helping others.
"The whole creation: groans" - pain.
dislocation and despair are a part of our world.
and it's not easy to know what to do about
them. The first step is a sensitive awareness
that problems exist. At Dordt College in
addition to this sensitivity. we have developed
a rigorous program in Social Work under the
enlightening spirit of Christ. so that we can
effectively deal with the problems in our
society today.
Being co-workers with Christ. we seek to
respond obediently by submitting our careers
in social work to the Lordship of Christ. We
strive for excellence in the performance of our
calling as we utilize our skills. gifts. abilities.
insight and understanding in service to God.
for our neighbors' benefit. and toward the
coming of God's Kingdom. We strive to act as
leaven and salt with prophetic and priestly
functions in the context 01 a sin-filled world in
need of redemption and healing.
CALL OR WRITE:
Director of Admissions
Oordt College
Sioux Center. Iowa 51250
Telephone 712/722-6080

~~ DORDI'CO' I FGF
SIOUX CENTER 'IOWA 51250

Second semester registration was held during the first day of classes. Cornie
Rylaarsdam, ass't to the vice president for business, adds up the total amount due.
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Co-curricular events broaden
In 1982 the Co-curricular Events Program Committee (CCEPCj was
established and given responsibility for planning a variety of events that
would enrich the academic program of the college. Today, their responsibilities
range from overseeing
the Fall Faculty and Spring
Departmental Lecture Series to sponsoring art performances and other

special activities and lectures.
Attendance is not mandatory at the many lectures, performances, and
special interest activities sponsored each year, yet these events are an
integral part of education at Dordt.

:

Spring Departmental
Lecture Series

Student

participation is an important element of en-campus lectures. Pictured here are
sophomores Kevin Rens, left (Sheldon, IA) and Jack Brouwer (Ramona, CAl.

Each spring a different division,
on a rotating basis, has the opportunity for one of its departments to
sponsor a lecture series. In contrast to the Fall Faculty Lectures,
these talks draw on the expertise
of scholars from outside the college. Topics are selected by the
department and approved by the
CCEPC based on their appeal to
the general college community.
This spring the physical education department planned the
series, "Alcohol:
Threat and
Challenge for the Christian Community." The guest speaker was
Dr. Frank Calsbeek, head of the,

health department at Southwest
Texas State University, and former
Dordt faculty member. The first
evening, he moderated a panel
made up of a lawyer, Lloyd Bierma,
and representatives
of four
alcohol-related organizations: The
Women's Christian Temperance
Union, the Distilled Spirits Council
of the United States, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving, and the
Siouxland Council on Alcoholism.
On the second evening, Calsbeek
lectured on the Christian and
alcohol under the title, "Alcohol: A
Christian Perspective."

Fall Faculty lecture Series
Each fall the division that participated in the faculty summer
seminar of the previous year
presents a lecture series reflecting
the fruits of that seminar. This
year's series, "The Potential of
Responsible Technology," was
based on three themes which the
natural science division had identified in their seminar as being
particularly characteristic of a
Christian approach to science and
technology. Service, stewardship,
and holism, they felt, give a context for Christians to appreciate
and evaluate the increasing role of
technology in our everyday lives.
The lecture series focused on
technology in its broadest sense,
of man giving form to the creation
through the use of tools. The seven
mini-lectures
attempted
to
demonstrate technology's scope
and integrality by choosing examples of modern technologies
that related to departments within
the division. The stated goals of
the series were to make the Dordt
community aware of trends in contemporary science and technology
and to propose ways in which we
might respond to them.
The first evening's lectures
analyzed the impact of technology
in two divergent areas, robotics
and the environment. Dr. Wayne
Tinga, professor of engineering,
speaking on "The Challenge of
Computers and Robotics" urged
the audience to use its God-given
insight to discover ways to make
technology
serve rather than
enslave. Dr. Delmar Vander Zee,
professor of biology, looked at
"The Environmental Impact of
Being Busy In the Creation." He
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'

...
Arnold Veldkamp

and Wayne Tioga field questions

from an interested audience
first evening's

after the
lectures.

stressed the Christian's responsibility to make sure that as we
develop technologically, we also
become conscientious stewards of
creation and advocates for its
creatures.
The lectures given the second
evening attempted to develop
general biblical principles that
could act as a framework upon
which to build a Christian
response to the use of technology.
Charles Adams, associate professor of engineering, talked about
"Foundations
for Responsible
Technology,"
placing the unfolding of technology within the
Dr. Delmar Vander Zee gave an impassioned plea to take very seriously OUf
great drama of creation, fall, and
responsibility as stewards of creation.
redemption. Dr. Russell Maatman,
professor of chemistry, in "The
Validity of Science and TechThe concluding evening's lecnology," looked at some of the tures focused on three areas where
presuppositions which underlie all the impact of technology is most
scientific work and gave a brief acute and tried to articulate a
sketch of various developments in biblical approach. Duane Bajema,
science throughout history.
instructor in agriculture, in his talk,

"A Christian Alternative to Land as
a Commodity,"
proposed the
development of a land trust that
would free land from the economic
market allowing farmers to be
more concerned with stewardship.
In his speech, "Norms for an Information Age," Willis Alberda, professor of mathematics, noted that
information technology could be of
genuine service to mankind so
long as its results were integrated
into a broader perspective of
,stewardship and caring for the
creation. Nolan Van Gaalen, instructor in engineering, in "Norms
for the Industrial Enterprise,"
analyzed the overwhelming faith
many have in increased technology
to save the world from impending
doom
and suggested
that
Christians should instead develop
and promote new life-styles and
alternative technologies.
In the final lecture, "Responsible Technology: The Challenge
of our Age," Dr. Calvin Jongsma,
associate
professor
of
mathematics, summarized the lectures' approach to the study of
technology by discussing three
main theses: first, technology is in
itself neither good nor evil; secondly, technology is not religiously
neutral; and lastly, responsible use
of technology requires taking into
account all aspects of a situation.
Pro Rege,the faculty publication
of Dordt College, is publishing the
text of each of these lectures in its
1984-85 quarterly issues. For
copies write:
Editor, Pro Rege
Dordt College
498 4th Ave. NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250
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Christian,

Perkins spent many hours in conversation

with his Dutch Reformed

brothers

with whom he feels a strong kinship.
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The Staley Lectures and the B.J.
Haan Lecture Series, although they
do have their own planning committees,
are also closely
connected with the CCEPC.
The
Staley
Distinguished
Christian
Scholar
Lecture
Program, funded by The Staley Foundation, allows small Christian colleges to invite Christian scholars
to their campuses to speak on
topics relevant to contemporary
Christian students.
This year Dr. John Perkins, director of the John M. Perkins Foundation
for
Reconciliation
and
Development, spent three days on
Dordt's campus lecturing, speaking in classes, and talking informally with students on the topic
"Christians
and the Black Experience:
1984."
The lectures
"Being
Black
- 1984,
Racial
Minorities
and
Structural
Injustice,"
and "Strategies
for
Change: The Challenge
to the
Christian Community"
urged the
white,
middle-class,
Christian
audience to become more aware of
the situation of our black brothers
and to act on that awareness.
Perkins described many of his
experiences
as a young black
growing
up
in
poverty
in
Mississippi with only a third grade
education. Soon after Perkins' conversion to Christianity,
when he
was in his early twenties, he founded the Voice of Calvary Ministries
in Jackson, MS. There he and his
wife, Vera Mae, worked for 23 years
promoting
Christian
community
development and racial reconciliation by giving leadership to beginning churches, instigating
health
care programs,
and setting
up
youth groups and leadership and
skill training programs. In 1982, the
Perkinses began a new Voice of
Calvary community outreach to the
decaying
city
of northwest
Pasedena, an area with one of the
highest daytime crime rates in the
state of California.
Descriptions of these and other
experiences served only as a start-

ing point for reflecting with his
audience on how the framework of
our society contributes to the problems poor blacks face. But the
primary goal of his series of lectures was to help people in middle
America
answer
the question,
"Really, what can I do as an individual?" Starting with Nehemiah
2:17, "Come, let us rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem that we be no
longer a reproach," Perkins urged
his audience, "Come let us rebuild
the walls of America the ghetto
that we be no longer a reproach."
Rebuilding, as Perkins envisions
it, means changing the approach
that has been taken in the past. Instead of handing
out welfare
checks, we should work at creative
programs that wi II allow people to
become self-reliant,
able to use
their
God-given
talents
and
resources. Only in that way can we
turn the tide of a generation of
young black girls who have never
done any productive work and so
don't know how to begin, the tide
of young black men who have
never known a father and consequently don't know how to be one
or dare to try.
These programs, however, must
begin with the real needs of the
community,
not a researcher's
perceived needs. Finding those
needs requires going into the community, living there, caring, and
then building on what the citizens
already have.
Voice of Calvary Ministries
in
Pasedena has tried to do just that
by starting child evangelism ciubs
and mobilizing local churches into
neighborhood
task forces. Such
task forces
try to win gang
members, drug addicts, and other
young people to Jesus Christ, train
them in the Bible, anchor them in
churches, and help them find jobs.
Two houses were bought to be
used as a neighborhood ministry
center
for youth
discipleship,
tutoring, and job skill training. A
crucial part of the pian is to have
young people, particularly males,

live in a close "family" setting so
that they learn the importance of
the family as the base of society.
In addition to these measures,
new methods
are needed
in
educating black children so that
they will relate their education to
the situation they are in rather than
learning to escape from it. Doing
this will begin the process of
reconciling people to God and to
each other. It will also lead us to
ask questions
about the way
resources
and
wealth
are
distributed
and used
in our
society.
Continually
going back to the
Bible, Perkins used the example of
Nehemiah to show the kind of
leadership God requires of us, his
people, in righting
the wrongs
around us.

The B.J. Haan Lecture Series,
although under the auspices of the
Dordt Studies Institute, is a fourth
important series sponsored by the
college. Now in its second year,
the series addresses major issues
in education
that need further
study, particularly from a Christian
perspective.
This year three outside scholars
are being invited to share their insights on the relationship between
anthropology
and education.
Dr.
Rich
Buckham,
a practicing
psychologist
from Seattle, WA,
and former Dordt professor; Dr.
Maarten
Vrieze,
professor
of
philosophy and sociology at Trinity
Christian College; and Dr. Harry
Van Belle, professor of psychology
at Redeemer College, will explore
philosophical,
exegetical,
and
psychological
approaches
to a
Christian anthropology
of education.
An exciting aspect of the visit,
according
to Studies
Institute
coordinator, Dr. Rockne McCarthy,
is that Studies Institute fellows
working on education issues will
be able to spend
time
with
Buckham, Vrieze, and Van Belie,
grappling with issues that they are
facing in their work and research.
Such opportunities
for communal
scholarship give renewed impetus
to the call to do Christian scholarly
work.

Other events

"Teaching
paintings

Fish to Fly" was made up of
by Steve Erickson and fabric
creations by Dawn Erickson.

A variety of other lectures and
events have taken place over the
last four months. Loren Horton,
historian
for the
Iowa State
Historical Society presented a lecture and slide show on Iowa

architecture;
Kenneth Drake, professional pianist and professor of
piano at the School of Music of the
University
of Illinois,
held a
workshop,
master
class,
and
recital; Dr. John Van Engen, chairman of the history department at
the University of Notre Dame addressed "The Problems of Tradition in the Christian
Reformed
Church;"
Dr. Edward Echeverria,
professor of philosophy at Rhodes
University,
Grahamsville,
South
Africa, spoke on "The Impact of
Science
and Technology
on
Modern Culture." Two art shows
were also
sponsored
by the
CCEPC: "Teaching Fish to Fly,"
the works of artist cousins Steve
Erickson and Dawn Erickson from
Minneapolis,
MN, and "American
Artists'
Prints,"
a collection
of
works from the South Dakota
Memoriai Art Center in Brookings,
SO.
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remember, participation has been
excellent. The variety of possible
activities
is almost as long as
those available in regular courses,
allowing students to continue to
develop proficiency or simple enjoyment in a particular sport.
The intramural
program
is
scheduled
and administered
by
students and boasts the participation of nearly three-quarters of the
students. In volleyball alone, 63
teams signed up for an evening a
week of rollicking competition. Admittedly, the large numbers are
probably effected by today's emphasis on fitness, but Syne Altena,
the professor in charge of the program, believes that the curriculum
and its emphases have also had an
impact on those figures.
While intramurals provide an opportunity for all students to play
and develop their skills no matter
what their skill level, the athletic
program provides a place for those
Professor len Rhoda's bowling class works on approach technique. Rhoda says that the students appreciate bowling class because
with more highly developed skills
they learn something. "If the students just came and played with no supervision, there would be no point in taking the class," he said.
to further their training at another
Rhoda makes video tapes of each student; the second half of each class is spent reviewing approaches, wrist position, number of
steps and so on.
level of competition. The number
of athletic teams at Dordt is quite
varied: women play basketball,
softball,
tennis,
track,
and
volleyball;
men play baseball,
basketball, golf, tennis, track, and
soccer.
Athletics, says Rhoda, is really
an
extension
of the physical
softball,
square
and
folk
dance,
ing students for a life of responAfter the basketball team's wineducation
program.
Team sports
swimming,
tennis,
volleyball,
sible
service,
the
focus
of
its
proning Christmas
tournament
in
offer
a
better
teaching
climate with
weight
training,
or
physical
fitness.
gram
is
on
lifetime
activities,
says
California, many local friends conIn
addition
any
student
may,
with
fewer
students
and
more
equipPE
professor
Len
Rhoda.
All
gratulated anyone they saw who
ment,
but
the
objectives
are
the
approval,
set
up
a
personalized
prostudents
are
required
to
take
was connected with the college.
gram
in
a
unique
skill
area
not
ofsame.
Intercollegiate
competitions
Physical
Education
10,
a
concepProbably more than most collegefered as a regular course. Students
stimuiate
students
to push
tual course in which students.
sponsored activities, sports events
themselves to develop their skilis
study, from the Christian point of with physical disabilities may also
liKe these have a way of bringing
participate in any sport through an to their limit. An added benefit is
together people with a variety of In- view, the reasons why fitness and
adaptive
program based on what
the sense of school and comhealth
are
important
concerns.
terests.
they are able to do. James
munity spirit they stimulate.
Through this course instructors
But athletics at Dordt is much
Woudstra, one of several Dordt PE
All of the physical education
more than public competition. God also help students evaluate their
instructors, feels that students will
professors
at Dordt express a
own physical needs and strengths
has endowed people with many
more
readily
continue
sense of satisfaction
that the
and assist them in developing a much
talents, including athletic ones,
Christian perspective they are trypersonal exercise and activity pro- regular physical activity if they
and has made us responsible to
have learned enough skills to make
ing to teach in their classes is comgram.
develop
them in his service.
playing enjoyable. And when that
ing through
in most of their
After Physical Education 10, all
Physical
education,
like
must take four half- happens, one of the goals of the PE students. For some it shows in
mathematics, ianguage training, or students
their sportsmanship, for others in
historical studies, is crucial to a semester activity courses. They department has been attained.
Intramurals
play an important
their conduct and life-style, for
can choose from aerobic dance,
complete curriculum.
role in the activities of the physical
others
who
have
already
badminton,
bicycling,
bowling,
Physical training helps students
graduated,
in
their
own
skiing, golf, gym- education department; for as long
develop the way they move and cross-country
as the present PE instructors can
classrooms.
nastics,
racquetball,
slow pitch
play. To fulfill Dordt's goal of train-

PEprogram emphasizes
lifetime activities

PE Faculty:
Back Row L to R: Syne Aliena, Jim
Woudstra, Mary Schutten.
Front Row L to R: Len Rhoda, Rick
Vander Berg.
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There are five faculty in Dordt's physical education
department. Each member brings his own area of interest and expertise, but ali teach both professional
and activity courses in the program.
Syne Altena's main interest is testing physical
fitness and setting up fitness programs for the community and local agencies. Altena has been teaching
physical education for 22 years, first at Northern
Michigan Christian High School in McBain, MI, and
since 1968 at Dordt College. Altena holds an M.A. in
physical education from Michigan State, an M.A. in
recreation from Central Michigan University, and a
Ed.D. from the University of Arkansas. Besides his
regular courses, Altena coaches junior varsity basketball and men's and women's track and field.
Len Rhoda has also been teaching physical education for 22 years. After teaching for seven years at
Valley Christian High School in Cerritos, CA, and
Parkway Central in Chesterfield, MO, he came to
Dordt in 1970. Rhoda also holds an M.A. from
Michigan State; he earned his Ed.D. at Brigham
Young University.
At Dordt, Rhoda's responsibilities include coaching
women's basketball and men's tennis. He especially
enjoys working with prospective elementary physical
education teachers. As a physical education teacher,
he is also interested in studying the impact that
sports has on American society.
Mary Schulten is in her first year at Dordt College.
Prior to coming here she taught mathematics and

physical education for six years at Valley Christian
High School in Cerritos, CA. For the past two years,
she directed the recreation program and ministered to
singles at Emmanuel Reformed Church in Paramount,
CA.
Schutten received her M.A. from California State
University. Her area of concentration and interest is in
the exercise
sciences.
She currently
coaches
volleyball and serves as assistant coach for softball.
Rick Vander Berg came to Dordt in 1976 and currently serves as the PE Department chairman, Athletic
Director, and men's varsity basketball coach.
Vander Berg previously taught at Unity Christian
High School in Orange City, IA. He received his M.A.
from South Dakota State University.
Jim Woudstra came to Dordt this past fall from
Waupun High School in Waupun, WI, where he taught
mathematics and coached basketball and track. Prior
to that he played semi-professional basketball in The
Netherlands for six years and taught for three years in
the American International schools in Rotterdam and
The Hague, The Netherlands. He received his M.S. in
health, physical education, and recreation from South
Dakota State in 1981.
Woudstra is head baseball coach and assistant
basketball coach at Dordt this year. His special interests in his field include improving the teaching
skills of physical education teachers and the teaching
of the sport sciences.
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Van Soelen breaks Dordt
record for points per season
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Freshman Greg Van Soelen (Pella, IA) practices his much-used "stuff." Coach Rick
Vander Berg says that Van Soelen's high
game point average was a big boost for
the Defenders.

Mabie scores
lOOOth point
"Most of the women will be
returning to play next year, so we
have a lot to look forward to," says
Len Rhoda, women's
basketball
coach.
Almost all of the Defenders are
freshmen and sophomores, so this
year's 7-9 record may improve as
the women become more experienced, said Rhoda. "Lots of
the teams we play have all juniors
and seniors, which puts us at a
great disadvantage now."
Rhoda says the team has good
balance between the shooters and
guards. "We've had some good
games-the
Mount Marty College
game
was good,
the
Trinity
Christian
College
game
was
close-and
this means that the
skills such as shooting, rebounding and so on, all fall into place. If
those fundamental
skills start to
break down, we just can't win."
One high point for the team was
the trip to Trinity Christian College
in Palos
Heights,
IL, during
Christmas
break.
"The
team
became close and we all had a
great time," said Rhoda. "It was a
fantastic experience for us."
Although many will be returning
next year, the Defenders wi II be
taking a big loss as senior Linda
Mabie (Wyckoff,
NJ) leaves the
team. Mabie scored her 1000th
point
this
season
in a game
against Briar Cliff College.
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Sophomore Lisa Ruisch (Ireton, IA) goes
for a jump shot in a game against Central
College in the Oordt Gymnasium.

According to Defenders basketball coach Rick Vander Berg, competition is tougher this year than it
has ever been. The varsity's record
of 13-7 was achieved
by good
leadership within the team, says
Vander Berg. "There's real leadership among the team members, so
they play well together."
With five games left in the
season, freshman Greg Van Soelen
(Pella, IA) averaged 22.4 points per
game overall and had broken the
Dordt record for points per season.
Van Soelen led the NAIA in points
per game (28.5 in conference
games) and also in rebounds (16 rebounds
per game). Brad Boer
(senior, Sioux Center, IA), and Don
Van Den Top (senior, Rock Valley,
IA) averaged well over ten poi nts
per game, too. Vander Berg says
the team's shooting
ability
has
helped the team get through some
tight situations.
Coach Vander Berg commented
that he's been fortunate to work
with a strong bench. "Jim Richards
(junior, Geneva, NE) is amazing. He
comes into a game and plays 100%
immediately.
I've never seen a
player come
into a game so
strong."
The players' main weakness all
season has been rebounding, says
Vander Berg. "When we don't rebound, we can't make a fast break.
When we fast break well, we play
well."
Vander Berg says this team has
been a "pleasure
to work with.
They're
cooperative
and work
hard." He noted that he can tell
how dedicated the team is by what
time
they
arrive
at practice.
"They're always ready for practice.
They've
all shown
up twenty
minutes
early for practice
the
whole season."

Tom Knapper (freshman, Renville, MN) shoots over the reach of alumnus Randy Jettema
(Orange City, IA). The alumnl-junior varsity game was played on 1985 Homecoming Day,
February 9.

JVs prepare for
varsity play
Although
the junior
varsity
basketball team's record of 6-8 is
not impressive, coach Syne Altena
says he is happy with the team's
performance.
All eight losses have been close
with high scoring,
says Altena.
However, he says, the opposing
teams also boast high scoring
averages.
"We
could
improve
defensively,
because we have a
tough time holding back the other
players."
The junior varsity is basically a
training ground for varsity players.
Generally
a quarter
of the JV
players serve on the varsity squad
later.
"Because
three-fourths
of the
guys are freshmen,"
says Altena,
"we have to teach all of them
everything. It's interesting
to see
how the team develops when you
start from scratch."
Jay
Woudstra
(freshman,
Hospers,
IA),
Kent
Vos
(sophomore, Ripon, CAl and Steve

Swimmers have few competitors
but enjoy the workout
Despite having few teams to
compete against, the Dordt College Swimming Club has a certain
appeal for students who Iike the
recreation and rigorous workouts.
At this point, the club's record is
0-3. Swimming Club president Joel
Soodsma (senior, Denver, CO) says
the team has lost most of its competitors
in the past few years;
many area colleges have dropped
their swimming
and diving programs.
Still, the swimmers continue to
practice,
meeting three times a
week
at the
Sioux
Center
Municipal Indoor Pool. Their practices include perfecting
strokes,
diving, and swimming
laps. The
club includes competitive
swimmers, divers,
and recreational
swimmers.
The Swimming Club raises some
of the money for trips and supplies
on their own, but the college supports this club's major expenses
through matching funds.
"We like to swim, so that's why
we're members," commented one
swimmer. "It's good exercise, too,
and not something we could do at
every college."

-

-

Ken Marcus (senior, SanYsidro, CAl is one
of the Swimming Club members who dives
competitively.

VerMeer (freshman, Pella, IA) have
played
"outstanding"
seasons,
said Altena. He noted that VerMeer
has been
an important
team
member despite a pre-season injury.
"One of the reasons some of
these players come to Dordt is so
they can play basketball for one
more year whether or not they
make the varsity,"
says Altena.
"This is an opportunity they might
not have anywhere else."

Varsity Basketball
travels to
California
Although tours and tournaments
are not a regular part of Dordt's
athletic program, there was a flurry
of excitement
this fall as plans
were made to travel to California
for the Stanislaus StatEM3asketball
Tournament
held
just
after
Christmas near Ripon, CA.
Christmas
tournaments
have
become commonplace
for many
schools, says men's varsity basketball coach Rick Vander Berg. While
in California, Dordt's team met or
played several other midwestern
colleges.
Dordt was able to go this year
partly because of the support of
many friends of the colleqe in
southern
Cal ifornia.
Team
members were housed and fed for
the three days of the tournament
by the host scnoot, Stanislaus
State. On the weekend people from
Ripon took students and coaches
into their homes and held a potluck
supper and a social for them. "The
hospitality of the people was overwhelming,"
said Vander
Berg.
"We're very grateful for the care
and support they gave all of us."
Ripon supporters then provided
vans for the team to go south to the
Bellflower area for two more ex·
hibition games and a couple of
days of sightseeing.
The elevenday trip will remain a highlight of
the basketball year for most team
members-especially
since they
won the tournament.

VOICE, Page 9

KDCRadds
automation system
Dordt College's radio station,
'KDCR, is becoming automated.
No, don't picture robots flipping
records, reading the news and
predicting the weather. Automation, for KDCR, means a computerized system of playing tapes
of recorded music.
This "tape player" can be programmed to play tapes in a certain
sequence or to switch from one
tape to another just by pushing
several buttons at the beginning of
a program.
The program
automation
system, as it is called, looks
similar to the other tape player in
the control room. It has three reelto-reel players and two cassette
players, with a total playing
capacity of six hours.
"There are many programs in our
18-hour day that simply are not
conducive to automated programming," said Dennis De Waard, station manager. "We have some live
programs, such as 'Observations,'
Rev. B.J. Haan's talk in the morning, and church worship services
on Sundays which need no
automation."
Automation will be used for
some of the classical music pro-

(Above) Costume designer Shirley Matheis,
right, adjusts the sleeves on LuAnn Kuhl's
(Sophomore, Slayton, MN) costume. She
and Marietta Oskam, center (Sophomore,
Goderich, ON), are playing Capulet women
in the Theatre Arts Department's spring
production, "Romeo and Juliet."
(Right) The world-acclaimed Canadian Brass
played to a packed and enthusiastic
audience in the Oordt Chapel on January
22. Members from left to right, Ronald
Romm, Eugene Watts, Charles
Daellenbach, Martin Huckelman, and
Fredric Mills, gave an energetic and entertaining concert as part of the season's
Sioux County Community Concert Series.
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grams so that complete programs
can be taped ahead of time and
pronunciations of composers and
their works corrected, if necessary.
"This will add credibility to the
station," said DeWaard. "Although
our student broadcasters have pronunciation quides, mistakes in pronunciation do happen."
One of the purposes of the station is to train communication/radio students. Presently, 15
to 20 students work an average of
At left, Denny De Waard, station manager
ten hours each per week at the stafor KDCR, and KDCR employee Rich Haan
tion. Automation will help in that
examine new automation equipment. Haan
training process because the
stands near the three tape players which
students will be forced to correct
are capable of being played in a
variety of sequences.
their mistakes. "Right now," said
De Waard, "there are some
students who work here four years be able to do more thorough news
and never learn to edit a tape. Now reporting. Currently, Vos can rarely
everyone will be involved in the leave the station during the day to
follow up on news leads.
editing process."
With automation, De Waard and . As station manager, De Waard
news editor Tim Vos will be able to will be able to spend more time
use their time more efficiently. Vos doing long-range planning and
presently works on news whi Ie general managing for the station.
De Waard noted that use of the
music and other tapes are being
played. De Waard noted that news system, to the listeners, should be
"We'll
know
coverage is an important element imperceptible.
of KDCR programming,
and automation has been successful if
although the format of the news the listeners can't tell the difprograms will not change, Vos will ference."

Ag department
co-sponsors meeting
on effect
of farm crisis
On February 6 the Dordt College
agriculture department and the
newly
organized
Siouxland
Diaconal
Conference
cosponsored a meeting to explore
the "agriculture crisis" affecting
many local farmers.
To establish a common basis of
information, two members of the
Iowa Extension Service were invited to give their assessment of
the situation facing local farmers.
Afterward participants divided into
groups to discuss possible ways of
dealing with the growing problem.
"Our aim was not to discuss
agricultural issues and offer impressive
solutions
to the
problem," said Ed Lotterman from
Dordt's agriculture faculty. "The
problem is too big for that."
Rather, they wanted to get people
together to discuss steps that can
be taken to help farmers cope with
the emotional strain they are experiencing. Some of the questions
asked were: Why is there such a
problem? What does losing the
family farm do to a family? How do
you find out if people are going
through this process?
Although the meeting was open
to the general public, deacons,
ministers, and school personnel
were specifically invited since
each of these groups is closely involved in the problem. People who
were once the financial backbone
of the church are now in need.
Some rural schools have had to
borrow money for the last three
months because parents cannot
pay their tuition.
Lotterman described some of
the pressures people are feeling;
not only are they feeling ashamed
and afraid of going financially
broke but in some cases siblings
not on the farm make the operators
feel guilty for mismanaging a
family business that has been
healthy for years. Guilt and depression are taking their toll.
One of the most important
things to realize, said Lloyd
Vanderkwaak, secretary of the
Diaconal Conference, is that
families losing their farms are
going through a grieving process
that is similar to a death. By knowing what they are up against and
through support from the Christian
community, the Diaconal Conference hopes farmers will be better able to cope with the situation.
Although no soiutions were
reached, Vanderkwaak was encouraged by the response of those
attending
the meeting.
The
Diaconal Conference intends to
set up training sessions that will
help deacons work with the people
in their congregations. As a consequence, they hope to see deacons
broaden their biblical role of service.
The meeting was designed to
get people together to share ideas
and information. The sponsors are
hopeful that pastors, school
boards, and other Christians will
take the initiative to help and support those in need.

•

and technicians in the hospitals, and volunteers in other agencies in the
rapidly expanding Tiv Christian community.
Students and faculty of RTCN live in a compound-like area that provides a strong support community for its members. Because admission
is very competitive,
those who come are dedicated. Wives of the
students are required to take practical courses in such things as nutrl• tion, sewing, reading, and writing so that as they go back out into their
communities they can help educate those around them.
Teaching at the college is different from teaching at an established
North American institution. For Zinkand it meant first figuring out what
the students had learned and then gearing his teaching accordingly. Yet
the enthusiasm of the students more than made up for these small inconveniences.
Living in another culture, even for such a short time, was a valuable ex,perience, according to Mary. "Before we went I wondered what it would
be like to be a minority in a culture. But in Mkar there were no minorities
as we experience them," she said. "We were all part of an exciting,
rapidly growing Christian community."
Although many of their contacts focused around the college, the
Zinkands were grateful for the times they had with others outside of the
college. Meeting several other Nigerian Christians in small villages outside of Mkar was possible largely because of Simon and Comfort
Rev. James Hinga and several students look on as John Zinkand models his traditional
Tiv robe. The black and white, handwoven robes were presented to the Zinkands at a
Toryem, two Nigerians at Dordt College. Comfort's parents, who live
chapel service near the end of their stay in Mkar.
nearby, invited the Zinkands to their home. In their family compound,
Comfort's family shared with the Zinkands a specially presented roast
goat, ruam (baked yams pounded into a mush), and lots of fresh fruits.
Other friends of the Toryems also reached out to the Zinkands while
they were there. "Because we were there such a short time, we probably
would have had little opportunity to meet people outside of the college if
Instead of teaching theology and classics at Dordt this past fall, Dr. it had not been for Simon and Comfort," said Mary.
An especially interesting aspect of the visit was the stories Mary'
John Zinkand taught theology while his wife, Mary, taught literature at
received
from her students. "As we talked," she says, "I learned many inthe Reformed Theological College of Nigeria in Mkar, Nigeria.
teresting
tribal folk tales and family stories." She encouraged' the
Reformed Theological College of Nigeria or RTCN, a school of about
students
to
write them down. Many students took to the project en60 students and seven faculty, is run by the Church of Christ in the Sudan
thusiastically,
sharing remarkabie and touching personal and tribal examong the Tiv and partially supported by the Christian Reformed
periences.
World Missions (CRWM). Mkar, says Mary Zinkand, is the "Grand
Coming back after such a time always stimulates reflection, said Mary.
Rapids" of the Tiv Church. Located within the city are Mkar Christian'
Living
simply in a warm and caring mission community and being part of
Hospital, a medical technology
school, a secondary school, Benue
a
rapidiy
growing, enthusiastic Christian community was a blessing to
Leprosy Settlement,
and a midwifery school. Missionaries
sent by,
experience.
CRWM work with Nigerians as teachers in the schools, doctors, nurses,
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Zinkands spend fall semester
in Nigeria
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Vrieze speaks to social science faculty
•
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In early January, while many
faculty were still munching holiday
peanut brittle, social science faculty members, President J.B. Hulst,
and Vice President for Academic
Affairs Douglas Ribbens were back
at school. For three days they
listened to lectures and discussed
the relationship between the Bible
and learning
with Dr. Maarten
Vrieze, professor
of philosophy
and sociology at Trinity Christian
College, Palos Heights, IL.
The mini-seminar was planned
as a follow-up to the summer divisional seminar held last May. At
the conclusion
of that seminar,
said Fred De Jong, assistant professor of sociology
and social
work, the division sensed a need to
gain a better understanding of the
relationship of the Bible to scholarship. As a division,
they also
wanted to explore the issue of
poverty, the topic chosen for next
year's fall faculty lecture series.
Vrieze, who has training and expertise as a minister, philosopher, and
sociologist, was an ideal leader for
such discussions, said De Jong.
In his lecture, "The Bible and
Learning,"
Vrieze asserted
that
scholarship rests on God's Word.
The Bible is a book highlighting
the salvation
history
of God's
people. Since it is written in a certain time and place, to properly
understand it we must hear the
Word as the first recipients would
have heard it. Aware of their
cultural context, we can understand the biblical
truths which
must be applied to our own time
and setting.
The Word, then, can and must be
applied
in our lives for it is
salvation, liberation, promise, and
inspiration.
The Bible
inspires

Christian theoreticians to do their
scholarly work in the confidence
that God's creational ordinances
pull them toward a full discovery of
the world around them.
In the second lecture, "The Bible
and the Social Sciences," Vrieze
narrowed his scope to learning in
the social sciences. In all of education, said Vrieze, there are three
levels of learning: a general conception of how things relate to
each other or general education;
professional training or the gaining
of expertise; and theorizing and
identifying or doing science.
Social work, for example, is professional training, while sociology
is theoretical
work. Within the
social sciences, the sociologist's
job is to ask what a family or a
state or a church should be like.
The professional
social worker
must ask how we can use what the
sociologist discerns as the structural norm to bring reconciliation
to God's world.
Against the background of the
first
two
lectures,
Vrieze addressed the issue of poverty in his
final lecture. Using a devotional introduction based on Psalm 82, he
pointed out that poverty in the
Bible has a variety of meanings
reflecting the nomadic culture of
the Hebrews.
Poverty was not
primarily economic
as it is for
Americans. A better description is
to be helpless, alone, powerless
and an outsider. Belonging to the
community or clan was central to a
Hebrew's identity and honor. A person without honor, one who didn't
belong, was poor.
A biblical approach to the problem of poverty
must
include
"standing
with the oppressed,"
said Vrieze. We too quickly use the

__--.J.
Seated around the board room table, social science

term poverty as a concept or an
abstract phenomenon, thereby taking distance from it. Only by personal involvement
and commitment can we begin to sense what
poverty is.
Poverty does not fall into the
realm of theorizing; it is a problem,
the consequence of sin. Instead of
building a theory of poverty, we
should focus on poor people in a
covenantal
sense. Such an approach would stress that the poor
are estranged, out of fellowship,
and in conflict with the dominant
social and economic institutions
of society. The biblical message of
redemption should include social
reconciliation,
integration,
and
peace. Such an understanding can
help Christians understand how to
respond, in love, to poor people.

faculty listened to Vrieze lecture and
then responded to his ideas.

Seminars such as these, said
Donald King, assistant professor
of politicai science, give all too
rare opportunities
for faculty with
different areas of expertise to approach issues from a scholarly
Christian
point
of
view,
acknowledging differences and exploring ways to build bridges for
interdepartmental
work.
Robert
Hilbelink, instructor in accounting,
echoes the appreciation expressed
by King. To him the seminar
opened new ways of looking at
issues and changed his feelings
about
the
value
of working
together as people with different
areas of expertise.
For all participants,
the seminar
was a
stimulus for ongoing reflection on
how they, as Christians, do their
work.
VOICE, Page 11
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Faculty f\Je 5
The professional involvements of Oordt
faculty members outside of the classroom
reveal Dordt's commitment
to provide
educational leadership in the Christian:
community as well as among its own
students. By sharing these activities, we
hope to provide fellow Christians with tur-.
ther resources, Ideas, and encouragement
as they work to be of service in Christ's
Kingdom.
Dale Grotenhuls will attend the National
Convention of American Choral Directors
Association in Salt Lake City, UT, on March
7·9, at which the Washington High School
Choir of Sioux Falls, SO, will perform his
latest composition, "Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace."
In the past year Grotenhuis has written
four compositions
commissioned
by
various high schools, universities and
churches. He is currently working on a setting of Psalm 150 for choir and organ for the
dedication of a new organ in a Lutheran
church in Appleton, WI.
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Sioux Center, IA 51250.
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On February 8 and 9 the education department sponsored a multl-eultural seminar for
students, practice teachers, and local teachers. Dr. Antonio Flores, who works for the
Michigan Department of Education, stressed the importance of maintaining cultural
pluralism in education.

Director of Resident Ufe John De Jager
recently attended a workshop for running
Stop Smoking Clinics. Student Services, in
conjunction
with the American Lung
Association and Iowa State University, is
currently conducting a Stop Smoking Clinic
on campus.

James C. Schaap, associate professor of
English, has been chosen to judge the fiction entries for the annual awards of the
Evangelical Press Association, an orqantza.
tion composed of over 300 evangelical
publications.

Arnold Veldkamp, associate professor of
mathematics, has been accepted as a participant in a computer retraining program
sponsored by the Mathematical Association of America (MMA) and the Association
of Computing Machinery (ACM). The two
eiqht-week sessions to be held during the
summers of 1985 and 1986 at Clarkson
University in Potsdam, NY, were established
as a response to the critical and growing
shortage of college teachers in computer
science.

Dr. J.B. Hulst will deliver the graduation
address at Hllana Christian High School, in
Lansing, IL, on June 7, 1985.

Following a presentation at Sioux Falls
Christian High School last fall, education
professors
Larry Reynolds and Gene
Westra were invited back for a presentation
on discipline to the Sioux Falls Christian
grade school. Through role playing and
discussion,
Reynolds and Westra approached discipline in the context of nurturing young children in the freedom and
safety of living in obedience to the Lord's
ways. They emphasized the need for
teachers and parents to avoid using punishment with all of its negative results and instead encourage confession of wrongdoing
and covenanting for restitution and restoration. All discipline, they said, rests on the
Biblical instruction that love qualifies the
use of authority.
Westra also presented a workshop on
"Communication
and Community"
at
Western Christian High School, Hull, lA, on
February 5.
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